AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently amended) In an integrated information system including a central 
server in communication with two or more geographically distinct sites, a method for processing 
monitoring device data, the method comprising: 

obtaining monitoring device data from the two or more geographically distinct sites, 
wherein the monitoring device data corresponds to at least one monitoring device at each 
geographically distinct site; 

obtaining one or more monitoring rules corresponding to the at least one monitoring 
device, wherein the one or more rules establish a threshold for the monitoring device data to be 
evaluated at the central server ; 

processing the monitoring device data at the central server according to the monitoring 
rules; and 

generating an output corresponding to the processing of the monitoring device data, 
wherein the output may include no output. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein processing the monitoring device 
data according to the rules includes determining whether the monitoring device data exceeds the 
rule threshold. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising characterizing the 
monitoring device data as asset data, resource data or event data; 

wherein asset data includes data from an identifiable object that is not capable of 
independent action; 

wherein resource data includes data from an object capable of independent action; and 
wherein event data includes data from a device having a defined state. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 3, wherein the monitoring device data is 
characterized as asset data and device data. 
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5. (Original) The method of Claim 3, wherein the monitoring device data is 
characterized as resource data and device data. 

6. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 3, wherein obtaining one or more 
rules corresponding to the at least one monitoring device includes: 

obtaining asset rules if the monitoring device data is characterized as asset data; 
obtaining resource rules if the monitoring device data is characterized as resource data; 

and 

obtaining device rules if the monitoring device data is characterized as event data. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein the device rules establish a state 
threshold for a rule violation, and wherein processing the monitoring device data according to 
the device rules includes determining whether the monitoring device data indicates a particular 
state. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 7, wherein the monitoring device data is motion 
detection data and wherein the device rule threshold is the detection of motion. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein characterizing the monitoring device 
data comprises determining whether the monitoring device data includes data identifying a 
monitoring device generating the data. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 9, wherein characterizing the monitoring device 
data as asset data further includes comparing the data identifying the monitoring device 
generating the monitoring device data to a set of known assets. 

11. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein the set of known assets are 
maintained in a database. 
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12. (Original) The method of Claim 9, wherein characterizing the monitoring device 
data as resource data further includes comparing the data identifying the monitoring device 
generating the monitoring device data to a set of known resources. 

13. (Original) The method of Claim 12, wherein the set of known resources are 
maintained in a database. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein generating an output corresponding 
to the processing of the monitoring device data includes generating a communication to one or 
more designated users. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein generating an output to one or more 
designated users includes: 

obtaining a schedule of preferred notification methods; and 

selecting a notification method from the schedule of notification methods. 

16. (Original) The method of Claim 15, wherein the schedule of preferred 
notification methods includes an indication of one or more preferred communication methods 
based on a time of day. 

17. (Original) The method of Claim 15, wherein each designated user is associated 
with a schedule of preferred notification methods. 

18. (Original) The method of Claim 14, wherein generating a conmiunication to one 
or more designated users includes generating a wireless communication to a designated user. 

19. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein generating on an output 
corresponding to the processing of the monitoring device data includes initiating an action. 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein the action includes activating a 
physical device within a monitored premises. 
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21. (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein the physical device generates a an 
output in a tangible medium. 

22. (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein the physical device is an audible 

alarm. 

23. (Original) The method of Claim 20, wherein the physical device is a microphone 
and speaker assembly. 

24. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein generating an output corresponding 
to the processing of the monitoring device data includes processing one or more additional 
monitoring device rules prior to generating an output. 

25. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least one monitoring device 
includes a network access monitor and wherein the monitoring device includes data identifying 
one or more users logged into a computer network. 

26. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least one monitoring device 
includes a movement sensor and wherein the monitoring device data includes data identifying 
whether an individual has passed through a monitored area. 

27. (Original) The method of Claim 26, wherein the monitoring device data further 
includes data identifying a particular individual passing through the monitored data. 

28. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least one monitoring device 
includes a number of monitoring devices and wherein the monitoring device data includes data 
identifying the location of individuals within a premises. 

29. (Original) The method of Claim 28, wherein the monitoring device data further 
identifies the identities of individuals within the premises. 
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30. (Original) The method of Claim 29, wherein generating an output corresponding 
to the processing of the monitoring device data includes generating an output dedicated to a 
particular individual identified within the premises. 

31. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein obtaining monitoring device data 
from at least one monitoring device includes obtaining the monitoring device data from a 
distributed communication network. 

32. (Original) A computer readable medium having computer-executable instructions 
for performing the method recited in Claim 1. 

33. (Original) A computer system having a processor, a memory and an operating 
environment, the computer system operable to perform the method recited in Claim 1 . 

34. (Currently amended) A system for implementing an integrated information 
system, the system comprising: 

one or more monitoring devices corresponding to two or more geographically distinct 
sites organized according to geographic criteria and operable to transmit monitoring device data; 
and 

a central processing server, the central processing server operable to obtain the 
monitoring device data from at least one monitoring device at each of the two or more 
geographically distinct sites; 

wherein the central processing server processes the monitoring device data according to 
one or more monitoring device rules corresponding to the one or more monitoring devices 
organized according to geographic criteria, wherein the central processing server [[and]] 
generates an output corresponding to the processing, wherein the output may include no output. 

35. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 34 ftirther comprising at least one 
premises server in communication with at least one of the monitoring devices and with the 
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central processing server, wherein the premises server is operable to obtain the monitoring 
device data from the monitoring device and to transmit the monitoring device data to the central 
processing server. 

36. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 35, v^herein the at least one premises 
server includes two or more premises servers connected in parallel to each other. 

37. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 34, wherein the one or more 
monitoring devices are characterized as asset data, resource data or event data; 

wherein asset data includes data from an identifiable object that is not capable of 
independent action; 

wherein resource data includes data from an object capable of independent action; and 
wherein event data includes data from a device having a defined state. 

38. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 37 fiirther comprising one or more 
rules databases for maintaining the monitoring device rules 

39. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 38, wherein the one or more rules 
databases include an event rules database for maintaining monitoring device rules corresponding 
to event data. 

40. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 38, wherein the one or more rules 
databases include an asset rules database for maintaining monitoring device rules corresponding 
to asset data. 

41. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 38, wherein the one or more rules 
databases include a resource rules database for maintaining monitoring device rules 
corresponding to resource data. 
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42. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 34 further comprising one or more 
output devices in commimication with the central processing server, wherein the output devices 
are operable to obtain an output from the central processing server. 

43. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 42, wherein the output devices include 
an audible alarm. 

44. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 42, wherein the output devices include 
a speaker and microphone assembly. 

45. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 34, wherein one or more of the 
monitoring devices communicate with the central processing server via a data network. 

46. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 45, wherein the data network is the 
Internet. 

47. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 45, wherein the data network is a 
distributed data network. 

48. (Currently amended) A system for implementing an integrated information 
system, the system comprising: 

one or more monitoring devices operable to transmit monitoring device data from two or 
more geographically distinct sites organized according to geographic criteria : and 

central processing means for obtaining the monitoring device data from the one or more 
monitoring devices, processing the monitoring device data according to one or more monitoring 
device rules corresponding to the one or more monitoring devices organized according to 
geographic criteria and generating outputs corresponding to the processing, wherein the outputs 
may include no output. 

49. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 48 fiirther comprising data 
commimication means in communication with at least one monitoring device and with the 
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central processing means, wherein the data communication means obtains monitoring device 
data from the monitoring device and transmits the data to the central processing means. 

50. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 49, wherein the communications means 
include parallel processing means obtaining and for data transmitting. 

51. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 48, wherein the one or more 
monitoring devices are characterized as asset data, resource data or event data; 

wherein asset data includes data from an identifiable object that is not capable of 
independent action; 

wherein resource data includes data from an object capable of independent action; and 
wherein event data includes data from a device having a defined state. 

52. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 51 ftirther comprising means for 
maintaining the monitoring device rules 

53. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 52, wherein the means for maintaining 
the monitoring device rules include means for maintaining monitoring device rules 
corresponding to event data. 

54. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 52, wherein the means for maintaining 
the monitoring device rules include means for maintaining monitoring device rules 
corresponding to asset data. 

55. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 52, wherein the means for maintaining 
the monitoring device rules include means for maintaining monitoring device rules 
corresponding to resource data. 

56. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 48 ftirther comprising one or more 
output device means for obtaining outputs from the central processing means. 
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57. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 48, wherein one or more of the 
monitoring devices communicate with the central processing means via data network means. 

58. (Original) The system as recited in Claim 57, wherein the data network means 
include a distributed data network means. 
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